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N. catarrhalis is normally present in the naso-pharynx of man,
but it has a low pathogenicity for man and animals. It is usually
found as a secondary invader in lesions of the upper respiratory
tract, and is therefore usually included in vaccines prepared to
counter the secondary effects of colds or influenza. Its main claim
to importance is that it must be excluded in the examination of
naso-pharyngeal swabs for the meningococcus.
Neisseria pharyngis (Micrococcus pharyngis flavus and siccus group)
A number of Gram-negative cocci, some forming yellowish
colonies on agar, has been isolated from the upper respiratory
tract of man. These have been incompletely investigated, but they
have been tentatively placed into different groups, according to
their cultural and fermentation reactions; some three or six.
groups have been described by different workers. This sub-
grouping is unsatisfactory, and the various cocci are probably
best considered tentatively with the other indefinite Gram-
negative cocci found in this situation as one heterogeneous group,
N. pharyngis. They are normally present in the upper respira-
tory tract, where they may exercise a mild pathogenic action as
secondary invaders; they must be differentiated from the
meningococcus, and they consequently interfere with the isola-
tion of the latter organism from the naso-pharynx,
Veillonella
There is a group of Gram-negative cocci which will grow on
the ordinary media but only under anaerobic conditions; these
are included in the genus Veillonella. They are commensals
usually found in the upper respiratory and alimentary tracts;
they are doubtful pathogens.